ACTUARIAL SOCIETY
OF SOUTH AFRICA

Examination Environment Updates

13 March 2026

Maintaining the integrity, credibility, and fairess of the actuarial qualification process is
one of the Society’s most important responsibilities.

Our examinations are a cornerstone of the profession’s reputation, and the value of the
actuarial designation depends on the confidence that employers, regulators, and the
public place in that assessment process.

At the same time, the environment in which examinations are written continues to
evolve. Advances in technology, changes in candidate behaviour, and new forms of
academic integrity risk mean that examination processes must be reviewed and
refined regularly to ensure they remain robust and appropriate.

Following a review by the ASSA Board of Examiners, several refinements will be
infroduced to the examination environment from this semester. These changes are
intended to strengthen examination integrity and reduce avoidable exam-day
incidents, while ensuring a consistent and fair experience for candidates.

The key changes that candidates should be aware of are summarised below.

Ea Equipment Permitted at Venue-Based Examinations

Candidates will no longer be permitted to bring their own mice or keyboards into
examination venues.

This change is intended to mitigate integrity risks associated with wireless devices,
programmable peripherals, and devices with storage capability.

ASSA will provide standardised equipment at venues for all candidates.
The equipment available will include:
e Laptops: HP or Dell notebooks
e Laptop screen: Minimum 14-inch display
e External display: 24-inch second monitor
e Keyboard and mouse: Logitech MK120 wired keyboard and mouse combo

Most candidates currently use the laptop keyboard and mouse during examinations.
However, wired keyboards and mice will be available at all venues to ensure
candidates can work comfortably.



- Equipment Permitted in Remote (Virtual) Examinations

v

To manage integrity risks more effectively, candidates writing examinations
remotely will be required to use the laptop keyboard and trackpad/mouse built
into their laptop.

External devices, including external keyboards and mice, will no longer be permitted in
the virtual examination environment.

Candidates who require external equipment are encouraged to write their
examinations at a venue-based sitting, where standardised equipment is provided.

' i Venue-Based Examination Logistics

A small number of changes will also be intfroduced to examination-day logistics at
venues to ensure that examinations can start on fime and that invigilators have
sufficient time to complete the necessary pre-exam procedures.

Candidates will be required to be seated in the examination venue 30 minutes before
their scheduled examination start time. Venue doors will close at this point, and
candidates arriving after this time will not be permitted to enter the venue and will
forfeit their examination attempt.

For example, where an examination is scheduled to start at 09:00, all candidates must
be seated by 08:30.

This approach allows invigilators to complete essential pre-exam checks, provide
instructions and announcements to candidates, and ensure that all systems are
functioning correctly before the examination begins.

Candidates are therefore strongly encouraged to arrive at venues well in advance of
the seating cut-off fime to allow sufficient time for entry procedures and pre-exam
checks. Arriving early will help ensure that candidates can begin their examination
without unnecessary stress or disruption.

In addition, candidates will not be permitted to leave the examination venue during
the first 30 minutes or the final 30 minutes of the examination.

@ Remote Examination Start Time

For remote examinations, candidates must now be logged into the examination
system at their scheduled start time.

The previous one-hour grace period for late logins will be removed. Candidates who
are not logged in at the start of the examination will forfeit their attempt.

This change will help ensure a more consistent and controlled start to remote
examinations and reduce operational and integrity risks associated with late entry.




@ Uploading Examination Scripts

The process for uploading examination scripts to the exam platform has also been
simplified, and there are now two methods available by which candidates may upload
their scripfts.

Candidates should carefully review the Upload Guide to understand the available
submission options and the correct process for uploading scripts.

We would like to remind candidates that they are responsible for ensuring that the
correct content is uploaded for submission of their examination, and that the script is
submitted in the prescribed format, file size and subbmission location as communicated
by ASSA.

ASSA will not retrieve, replace or amend answer scripts where incorrect, incomplete or
unintended versions are uploaded, nor where candidates subsequently notify ASSA
after the conclusion of the examination session that an incorrect file was submitted.

Education Sessional

Candidates are also strongly encouraged to attend the upcoming Education
Sessional taking place on 17 March 2026 at 15:30, where further important examination-
related information will be shared.

Register here.

Education Sessional @

17 March 2026 (9 15:30 - 17:00 Q‘v’irtuol

Siobhain O'Mahony Jeanine Wilson Jason Cooper-Williams Aleks Tasic
AS5A Education Execufive Chair of the Educotion Boord Chair of tha Board of Examinars MASEA Solufions Manoger

You are invited to attend the upcoming ASSA Education Sessional,
which will take place online achead of the Semester 1 2026
examination session. This session will cover important examination-
related matters and key changes applicable to the Semester 1
2026 examination session, including operational updates,
expectations for candidates, and an opportunity to clarify
commaon questions regarding the examination process.

Given the importance of the topics to be discussed, all
candidates registered to write Semester 1 examinations are
strongly encouraged to attend.



https://www.actuarialsociety.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/ASSA-CANDIDATE-EXAMS-GUIDE-Upload-your-file-02.pdf
https://login.actuarialsociety.org.za/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2Fconnect%2Fauthorize%2Fcallback%3Fclient_id%3D29cd708e-1aa6-4f98-bb77-c4f1c3e3c474%26redirect_uri%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fmember.actuarialsociety.org.za%252Fsignin-oidc%26response_type%3Did_token%2520token%26scope%3Dopenid%2520profile%2520email%26state%3DOpenIdConnect.AuthenticationProperties%253DnCFSpjHUao9kHbpaAdGQ9OVAoMflevd-6Na__lBhVfXKP9rODdeWfEG5korT4B6DthvRROCEYfXL-tqRw4WkRO-7imdPrPAEBL-sBuODwjg3PcTO92j8gKqy1h8qAeS86I8inNSpj2CkGM76i0IbfZuvhVtah5fUFq4cnvVvvhgJg6H1LuWfZNGfMd-S25jOBUgCaBWYTHFiZYvzoijCW5A-StOu0sXkuT7TRI2GMYTfN85MtJjbcwHIlfDbtrTgQ4sZJBqlPTLqSOfW19HCWaB5lwUHdhLwtiz7KPxNqCrJlHtGMXI7SD9nS2U4HcALpib-E4ZFIB1KV8pk-8VUiRytmqXcdlLASZGz47uLHz4Tk77Z%26response_mode%3Dform_post%26nonce%3D639089924214981157.NGQ2OTY5MTgtMmZmMS00NzY3LTljYzMtZmZmNGUzOTVkNzkxYjBiZTNmOTUtMzU4My00ZjJiLTk3MmItYjhlNmM4YWNlMzkz%26x-client-SKU%3DID_NET461%26x-client-ver%3D5.3.0.0
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