
 

2019 Convention 

22 - 23 October 

Sandton Convention Centre, Johannesburg 

Over 1400 attendees have registered to join us at the 2019 Convention, have you? 

Given the topics lined up this year, we are expecting this to be a stimulating and thought-provoking 

Convention, in line with expectations (and possibly, beyond). The full programme is available on 

the website along with the presentation summaries, but here are some highlights to entice you.  

Transformation 

Transformation: the hottest topic at the Convention this year, and for good reason.  

The last two years' Conventions laid a strong foundation where the topic of transformation is 

concerned. This year adds an additional layer of building blocks with a focus on Inclusive 

Leadership.  

A key area for the Actuarial Society and a requirement for our profession to grow and flourish, 

Transformation affects each of us, our companies and our environments. Equip yourself with the 

next set of bricks and let's build this fortress together. Join the conversations, learn, have your say 

and make a difference.  

Sessions to look out for:  

• Inclusive Leadership Workshops 

• Privilege and how actuaries spend their money (Carel Wandrag) 

• Conversations with actuaries: our unique journeys to become fellows (Vivek Moodley) 

If you are passionate about equality, growing the Actuarial profession and raising the roof for 

positive change, these sessions are not to be missed!  

Life Insurance 

One of the longest standing Industries involving actuaries, Life Insurance might be "old" but it is 

definitely not boring. In a constantly changing environment filled with new technologies, a 

partnership develops between the steadfast, proven principles and methodologies and a new way 

of implementing them.  

If you are a connoisseur of "Life", or "Life" appeals to you, be sure to refer to the Convention 

programme for a full listing of the various Life Insurance topics that will be presented this year. A 

sample teaser to rouse your appetite: 

• Can the discrimination in risk underwriting in the life insurance industry be ethically 

justified? (Andries Francois Marais) 

• Where's the black box? A termination study to uncover group disability trends (Neil Parkin, 

Anja Kuys) 

https://www.actuarialsociety.org.za/assa-convention/programme/
https://www.actuarialsociety.org.za/presentation-summaries-2/


• Trends in life expectancy: declining mortality improvements. (Michael Prodehl, Zandile 

Gobe) 

• An approach to use machine learning techniques to model claims experience and claim 

reporting delays for the purpose of pricing and reserving. (Louis Rossouw, Ronald 

Richman) 

• Retaining relevance in the context of the oncoming Fourth Industrial Revolution: An 

application of ambidextrous organisation theory to the South African life insurance industry 

(Lynne Molloy, Linda Ronnie) 

Data Analytics 

Fast-paced and constantly expanding, the world of Data Analytics has evolved significantly in a 

short period of time. Not only is the way we look at information changing, but also the type (and 

quantity) of information that is available and can be processed. Stay on track and ensure you are 

on the fastest train heading straight for destination data! Topics to look out for to stay on top of your 

game: 

• The rise of the citizen data scientist - challenges and opportunities (FC de Vos, Pravin 

Burra) 

• Techniques for controlling machine learning model design risk in the financial risk 

measurement domain, based on recent technological advances. (Andre Blaauw, Junaid 

Kahn) 

• Capturing Value from Advanced Analytics (Umar Bagus, Ra’ees Mahmood) 

Professional Matters 

A firm favourite category of topics each year, affecting all actuaries across industries, and leaving 

much to think about and discuss. This year promises to be no different. Highly recommended and 

definitely encouraged! Sessions to look out for (especially for the professional thinkers among us): 

• Hyperselection. Can we? Should we? (David Kirk) 

• Are industry claims practices in the underwritten life industry just, ethical and fair? (Paul 

Lewis, Johann le Roux) 

• Generation Why? (Previn Pillay) 

Be sure not to miss the 2019 Convention. Register online here.  
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